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Last year, for Altar-piece, we had nothing but an old
sheet with two little card pictures upon it. Ina word
we had only what was absolutely necessary for the
[247i.e., 147] celebration of the Holy Mass. Now, as
they have sent us this year a few little ornaments, we
have decorated it as best we could. The Savages
gazed at it with fixed attention; raising their eyes to
the Altar ceiling, and seeing the Holy Spirit pictured
as a dove, surrounded by rays of light, they asked if
that bird was not the thunder; for they believe, as I
wrote last year, that the thunder is a bird; and, when
they see beautiful plumes, they ask if they are not
the feathers of the thunder.

I asked if they would be glad to have some one go
and teach them in their country, and give them an
explanation of the pictures that we showed them.
They said that they would be very glad.

On the second of July, one of our Frenchmen was
struck down while washing some clothes [248 i.e.,
148] in a brook mnear the fort. It was believed to
have been the act of some Hiroquois; there was a
great deal of running and searching, but nothing was
found. Father Brebeuf and Father de Nou& were
near the settlement in a cabin of the Hurons. On
hearing the noise, they ran out and went to see the
poor man who had been wounded; he was speech-
less and survived only two days after receiving the
blows. Finally two Savages, Montagnaits, informed
the French who the murderer was. He was seized
and taken to the fort, where he confessed that he
had committed the crime. He is a Savage of the
petite nation.® This is what led him to the act of
cruelty: One of his relatives, upon going to war,
recommended him to kill a certain Savage whom he



